
 
Prior to my current design exploits I had quite a different life. I spent the better part of seven years 

in the mortgage and real estate industry, shaking as many hands as I could and working my way 

to a position of leadership.  After the decline of the market there came a pivotal moment where 

I needed to choose between staying put and a starting a brand new challenge...  

        Now I’m embarking on the next part of my journey with a whole goodie-bag of experiences.

What does a management position in real estate have to do with design, you say? Well, nothing,  

but in a way; everything.  As I’ve learned, design is almost never a single stroke of brilliance by 

one person, it’s a team effort. I’ve often heard the saying that “design is communication”, and my 

intial thought was that the communication was meant to work one way—from us creatives to 

the outside world... but that path is not linear, and that doesn’t negate the need for the opposite. 

Communication is key both internally and externally. 

        Bouncing ideas off one another, listening to our client’s needs, these are the most important 

factors in good business, which is not exclusive to design, and it wasn’t until I started working 

as a creative that I realized such an important relationship of my current and past lives. 

My experiences problem solving with my team, learning to find middle grounds between very 

different modes of thought—these were invaluable lessons learned that I never realized would 

come back full circle in my career. With all of the twists and turns of my life, it seems they’ve all 

collectively lead me to a good place, and the experiences I’ve had thus far paint a far broader 

picture than I could’ve imagined. Simply put, I’ve learned that actively listening, sharing and 

connecting are the most important elements of not only good design, but good business. 

hey there,
new friend.
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i’m jen marchese,
and i think we 
would get along.

let’s talk about it.

Watson&Co

Freelance Designer

06/17–01/18

Hinterland

Freelance Designer

10/16–02/17

PS New York

Internship

06/16–10/16

Gabriel Wilson

Internship

04/16–06/16

Independent

Freelance Designer

01/18–Present

Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop, After Effects, 

Maxon Cinema 4D, Typography, Typesetting, 

Keynote, Leadership Experience, Organized, 

Moderately funny, Obscure movie references

JEN@JENMARCHESE.COM WWW.JENMARCHESE.COM

School of Visual Arts 

Class of 2017 

BFA Graphic Design 

Dean’s List—3.9 GPA

PAST AND PRESENT
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